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Advance Organizer

• ESSA Assessment
– Requirements

– Flexibility

• Advanced 8th grade mathematics students

• Nationally-recognized high school assessments

– Colorado next steps: procurements

• ESSA Innovative Assessment and Accountability
Demonstration Authority (IAADA)
– Requirements

– Expected timeline

– Colorado next steps: activities



ESSA Assessment Requirements
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State

Required

Federally

Required

English language arts (grades 3-8) X X

Math (grades 3-8) X X

English language arts – high school

(grade 9)
X X

Math – high school (grade 9) X X

CMAS: Science (elementary, middle

and high school)
X X

CMAS: Social Studies - sampled

(elementary, middle and high school)
X

PSAT 10 X

SAT X

Required Assessments
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• Be the same academic assessments for all students in the state
(Exceptions: alternate assessments, advanced 8th grade
mathematics students, and nationally-recognized high school
assessments)

• Be administered to all students in the state

• Be aligned to state academic standards

• Be valid and reliable, consistent with nationally recognized
professional and technical testing standards

• Be of adequate technical quality

• Involve multiple measures, including measures of higher-order
thinking skills and understanding

• Provide for the participation of all students (accommodations)

• Produce individual student reports

• Enable results to be disaggregated

ESSA Requirements



ESSA Flexibility:
Advanced 8th Grade Mathematics Students







ESSA Flexibility:
Nationally-Recognized High School Assessments
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• SAT and ACT are pre-approved as state assessments

• SAT and ACT are pre-approved as district-selected
assessments

Misconceptions
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Step 1

• State has a state test

• State chooses to exercise the flexibility and establishes the technical
requirements

Step 2
• District notifies the community

• District submits the technical evidence

Step 3
• State reviews evidence

• State submits to federal peer review

Step 4
• If federally approved, state can approve district use of the nationally

recognized high school assessment

District-selected Nationally Recognized High School Assessments
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Establish and Use Technical Criteria

The assessment

• Aligned with the challenging state academic standards

• Addresses the depth and breadth of those standards

• Is equivalent to or more rigorous that the statewide
assessments and, as applicable, with respect to

• The coverage of academic content
• The difficulty of the assessment
• The overall quality of the assessment, and
• Any other aspects of the assessment that the state

may establish in its technical criteria

• Meets all the same requirements that the state
assessment has to meet with exception of “same
assessment”
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Establish and Use Technical Criteria

The assessment

• Produces valid and reliable data on student academic
achievement with respect to all high school students and
each subgroup of high school students in the LEA that

• Are comparable to student academic achievement data
for all high school students and each subgroup of high
school students produced by the statewide assessment at
each academic achievement level

• Are expressed in terms consistent with the State’s
academic achievement standards, and

• Provide unbiased, rational and consistent
differentiation among schools within the State for the
purpose of the State-determined accountability system,
including calculating the Academic Achievement
indicator and annually differentiating between schools
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Establish and Use Technical Criteria

Before approving any nationally recognized high school
academic assessment for use by an LEA

• Ensure the use of appropriate accommodations does not
deny a student with a disability or an English learner

• The opportunity to participate in the assessment, and

• Any of the benefits from participation in the
assessment that are afforded to students without
disabilities or student who are not English learners
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• Section 1: Statewide System of Standards and
Assessments

• Section 2: Assessment System Operations

• Section 3: Technical Quality – Validity

• Section 4: Technical Quality – Other

• Section 5: Inclusion of All Students

• Section 6: Academic Achievement Standards
and Reporting

DRAFT Assessment State Plan Requirements: Peer Review

19
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Peer Review Indicators

• PEER REVIEW RATINGS:

• Meets requirements

• Substantially meets requirements

• Partially meets requirements – condition placed on
Title I funds. May put a condition on IDEA funds

• Does not meet requirements
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TWO PROCUREMENTS

Procurement 1

• CMAS ELA/math (3-8)

• CMAS Science (elementary, middle and high school)

• CoAlt Science (elementary, middle and high school)

• CMAS Social Studies (elementary, middle and high school)

• CoAlt Social Studies (elementary, middle and high school)

• Colorado Spanish Language Arts



Colorado Next Steps: Procurements
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TWO PROCUREMENTS

Procurement 1: Board Specifications

• The Department will have decision-making authority over test
design, form development and test administration policies;

• The English language arts and mathematics average standard
testing time for the operational assessments will not exceed 4
hours in length (maximum of 8 hours in total);

• Individual student level results will be made available to the
school districts within 30 days of receipt of all tests; and

• An Intent to Award will be announced no later than June 2017.
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TWO PROCUREMENTS

Procurement 2

• ELA and Math Grade 9

• Aligned to Colorado Academic Standards

• Clear and explicit connection to college entrance
exam

• Single administration

• Testing time considerations

• Facilitate growth calculations from 9th to 10th grade
and from 8th to 9th grade



ESSA:
Innovative Assessment and Accountability

Demonstration Authority
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Misconceptions

• Early development can be done under the Authority

• Additional funds are provided under the Authority

• Multiple options can be explored under the
Authority

• A state can have a permanently bifurcated system
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IAADA: Key Application Requirements

• Single innovative assessment must be given simultaneously
with current state tests

• Results must be used for accountability in Year 1.

• CDE must propose a plan for annually demonstrating
comparability between the innovative assessments and the
state assessments

• CDE must have a plan to scale the innovative assessment
system statewide within 5 years

• 95% of all students at districts using innovative assessments
must participate, including students with disabilities and English
learners



Colorado Next Steps



2/9/2017 35

• ESSA Assessment Spoke Committee
• Review the requirements

• Discuss current field thinking
• Performance assessments

• Use of interim assessments

• Adaptive assessments

• Reflect on implications of local control

• Explore how to get to a shared state vision

• Develop recommendations

• Additional activities:
• Assessment literacy professional development and resources

• Develop “collaboratively-based” performance assessments in
connection to the graduation guidelines

Activities



Questions and Feedback


